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 WET GAZETTE 
April 22, 2017 

COMMANDER'S CORNER 

Shipmates, 

 

This is a year of growth and fellowship. We are 

expanding our staff with assistant staff support. 

We will build our comradery with additional fel-

lowship events. 

 

So far just a few weeks into the new year and 

our flotilla is strengthening its Chain of Leader-

ship with its new Assistant Flotilla Staff Officers 

(AFSO)positions. Not only will these AFSOs pro-

vide support to the various staff position but will 

serve as  vehicle for development of future 

FSOs. 

 

Additionally, we have adopted a program called 

“Tell Us A Story”, asking members to share their 

boating stories with the Flotilla, and we have had 

instant response. 

 

Our recruiting program is simply the finest, last 

year we recruited 19 new members and endeav-

or to have larger recruiting this year. 

 

Another new initiative for this year is the institu-

tion of a mentorship program to assist new 

members of Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 11-10. 

Buddy Casale and Harvey Prior have been ap-

pointed as mentors. They each have several 

years of experience within the Auxiliary so can 

help with most new member questions, such as: 

 

 Participation – 

 Training – 

 Uniforms -  

 Forms -  

 Meetings -  

 Fellowship - 

  Member numbers and cards - 

 Acronyms – 

 Professional conduct -  

 

Buddy and Harvey have reached out to several 

new members to announce this new member 

program. If any member knows of a new or po-

tential member who has not been contacted, 

please point them to Buddy or Harvey. 

 

We are always looking for ways to improve our 

Flotilla and member input is vital. Please share 

your thoughts with us. email Kristi or I with your 

ideas for consideration. 
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 Tell Us A Story  

by Mike Negley 

Cleve Slauson Search and Recovery 

I was the service manager at a boat yard in Peo-

ria, IL located on the Illinois River about half way 

between Chicago and St. Louis. On a winter Sat-

urday afternoon I received a phone call telling me 

one of the local ice boat sailors was missing and 

might have been sailing in a cove near our boat 

yard. I knew the area well because we often test-

ed boats there and it was a popular anchorage in 

the summer. It also was an excellent area for ice 

boating because the ice remained smooth. I was a close 

friend of the person who was missing and often sailed with 

him in the summer.  I drove down to the edge of the cove 

and looked north seeing what might have been a DN ice 

boat, but I didn’t have any binoculars to be sure. Knowing 

how cold the water would be if the victim had fallen in I 

raced back up to our office and got Frank, one of our me-

chanics to come and help me try to reach him. If it was my 

friend I knew he would stay with the boat, but it offered 

very little shelter and time was critical. 

We threw an old beat-up aluminum row boat in the truck 

and headed back down to the edge of the cove where I 

assumed we could just push it out over the ice. Frank 

picked up a handful of snow and packed it around the 

drain hole at the transom since there was no plug. The ice 

at the edge of the cove was thin so we jumped in the boat 

and poled our way out to where we expected the ice would 

be stronger. 

One of the peculiarities of this area’s shoreline was the 

effect of the barges which are pushed by powerful tow 

boats with a pair of 2,000 HP engines and props almost 

ten feet in diameter. The enormous thrust they produce 

creates unusual wakes that extend out a long way and 

even thou the river is almost two miles wide at this point. I 

didn’t have time to ponder this issue, but it was impossible 

to walk on the ice, yet also impossible to push the boat 

thru the ice.  It was about 250 yards to the iceboat and 

was now getting dark so we could not be sure it even was 

an iceboat. The only way we could make any progress 

was to stand in the back of the boat and push the bow up 

on the ice as far as possible with our one ore and one pole 

which was at best a few feet.  We would then go up to the 

bow and jump up and down breaking the ice and then re-

peat the process hundreds of times. Eventually we got 

close enough to verify there was an ice boat with the port 

runner sticking down in the water and the starboard runner 

tilted up in the air. At least there was enough boat out of 

the water to give the skipper a place to lie on. Soon we 

reached an area of open water and could make better pro-

gress. Just then I saw a helmet in the water so 

we went over to pick it up and I thought how 

foolish it would have been for the skipper to 

remove his helmet when it was so cold.  

I reached over the gunwale to pull in the helmet 

only it was stuck so I had to pull the boat to it. 

Both of us tried to pull in the boat and my me-

chanic was a big strong guy. It was then we 

realized the skipper was still wearing his helmet. By now it 

was pitch black and we were so tired we did not have the 

strength to pull the victim into the boat, so all we could do 

was put a line around his chest and try to drag him as we 

began what we knew would be a horrible return trip to 

shore and I was in tears.  

We didn’t go far when we saw the emergency lights of fire 

trucks on the shore. Rescue was in sight, but our plight 

was still not over. The firemen laid aluminum ladders out 

on the ice and pushed them to us with a towline which we 

tied to the bow cleat. They then began to pull us toward 

shore when the cleat broke and they had to bring us an-

other line. This time they brought out more ladders and a 

fireman got into the boat to help us and pulled the boat all 

the way into shore. By now I was totally exhausted and 

there were plenty of fireman and paramedics to take over. 

I have no recollection of how I got home. A whole half an 

hour in my memory was totally lost and then I sort of woke 

up taking a hot shower at home. 

In looking back I am sure my friend found himself alone on 

a boat with no means of rescue so he started to crawl out 

on the ice and then fell thru. The open water area was cre-

ated by his trying to get back up on the ice and the edges 

kept breaking off.  Eventually hypothermia over took him 

and he drowned. The barge wake may have also been a 

factor in making the ice so thin. The snow packed over the 

drain hole never leaked. 
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A Vessel Safety Check ensures the vessel and its equipment comply with federal, 
state and local safety requirements. 

Some of the inspected items include: 

Fire extinguishers 

Sound producing devices 

Visual distress signals 

Lifejackets 

Registration/ documentation 

Navigation lights 

Backfire flame control 

Proper display of numbers 

 

What Does It Cost? 

Nothing, just a few minutes of your time.  The Vessel Safety Check is a free ser-
vice provided by special trained members.  This is a non-law enforcement proce-
dure.  No citations are issued. 

  

What Does It Save Me? 

Money.  If your vessel is boarded by law enforcement authorities or the Coast 
Guard & they find equipment violations, fines for multiple problems can be hun-
dreds or thousands of dollars.  

Possibly the lives of the people on your vessel. When you correct the prob-
lems found in a VSC, you may prevent an accident or be better prepared for a life 
threatening emergency. 

 

To get A FREE Vessel Safety Check: Call (727)736-1191 and leave contact in-
formation. 

 

 VESSAL SAFETY PROGRAM  
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2017 Dates   Division 11 Member Training 

Date Day Class 

4/29/2017 Saturday CPR/First Aid 

5/2/2017 Tuesday Vessel Examiner - First Night 

5/4/2017 Thursday Vessel Examiner - 2 

5/8/2017 Monday AV-PQS 

5/9/2017 Tuesday Vessel Examiner - 3 

5/10/2017 Wednesday AV-PQS 

5/13/2017 Saturday ICS 100/700 

5/16/2017 Tuesday Vessel Examiner - 4 Last Night 

5/18/2017 Thursday Program Visitor 

5/23/2017 Tuesday Operations Workshop 

5/30/2017 Tuesday Crew College - First Night 

6/1/2017 Thursday Crew College - 2 

6/3/2017 Saturday Four-Hour TCT 

6/6/2017 Tuesday Crew College - 3 

6/10/2017 Saturday CPR/First Aid 

6/13/2017 Tuesday Crew College - 4 

6/15/2017 Thursday Crew College - 5 

6/20/2017 Tuesday Crew College - 6 

6/22/2017 Thursday Crew College - 7 

6/27/2017 Tuesday Crew College - 8 

6/29/2017 Thursday Crew College - 9 

7/6/2017 Thursday Crew College - 10 

7/11/2017 Tuesday Crew College - 11 Last Night 
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Flotilla Staff Position Descriptions  

Interested in supporting the Flotilla as a staff officer or assistant staff officer, you may want to 
check out the various staff positions and the major duties and responsibilities each entails. Fol-
low this link to view the descriptions: 

  

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=091-26-02&category=fso-job-descrition 

 

 

FC 11-10 Samuel Walker 

VFC 11-10 Kristi Mackey 

IPFC 11-10 Harvey Prior 

FSO-CM 11-10 Barbara O'brien 

FSO-CS 11-10 Walter Murray 

FSO-DV 11-10 Larry Gilbert 

FSO-FN 11-10 Jimmy Ryder 

FSO-HR 11-10 Kristi Mackey 

FSO-IS 11-10 Walter Murray 

FSO-MA 11-10 Charles Whitener 

FSO-MS 11-10 Larry Gilbert 

FSO-MT 11-10 Harvey Prior 

FSO-NS 11-10 Michael Negley 

FSO-OP 11-10 Kristi  Mackey 

FSO-PE 11-10 Cono Casale 

FSO-PV 11-10 Robert Bonnem 

FSO-SR 11-10 Henry Loscher 

FSO-VE 11-10 Allen Leimbach 

 

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=091-26-02&category=fso-job-descrition
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Flotilla Public Education team conduct boat safety training on February 

11th and 12th at the Dunedin classroom  

 

 

 

Buddy Casale, FSO-PE introduces Henry Locher, FSO-SR and 

flotilla resident meteorologist, to the for Henry’s weather presenta-

tion.  (right) 

Walter Murray, FSO-CS, showing two students the art of the Bowline 

knot. (left)  

Henry Lochter  presenting his weather class to the boat safety students 
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The Guide to filling out your 7029 

By Sam Walker, Flotilla Commander 

 

 

To access the 7029, start with the 

high level  myCGAux  (url: https://

cgaux.org) 

Once on the page select “AUX 

MEMBERS”  from the  banner di-

rectly below the “myCGAUX” title. 

The 7029 can also be accessed 

through the Flotilla Home page.  

 

Next page 
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The Guide to filling out your 7029 

By Sam Walker, FC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the “AUX MEMBER” pull 

down, select  “7029 WBFORM” 

 

 

 

Next page 
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The Guide to filling out your 7029 

By Sam Walker, FC 

 

 

 

Once on the  Welcome to the 

“7029 Webform Home”, there are 

several information and guide 

lines to help in filling out the 7029.  

 

 

 

Next page 
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The Guide to filling out your 7029 

By Sam Walker, FC 

 

 

 

To access the 7029 Webform, se-

lect the 7029 Form Access. This 

will bring up the 7029 Form. 

 

 

Next page 
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The Guide to filling out your 7029 

By Sam Walker, FC 
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The Guide to filling out your 7029 

By Sam Walker, FC 

 

 

 

To access the 7029 Webform in-

structions/guide, to select 7029 

Field Guide. 

 

 

Next page 

 

 



 13 

The Guide to filling out your 7029 

By Sam Walker, FC 
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LIONS CLUB INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATION  
By 

Buddy Casale, FSO-Public Education 
Photos by Walter Murray, FSO-Communications 

 
 

My Wife SUZY1, inquired as to our itinerary for 
Valentines Day. I had planned on flowers, some 
jewelry for 
Sue and a 
romantic 
dinner. 
What I 
failed to 
recognize 
was 
14Feb17 
was Valen-
tines Day 
and I had 
committed 
to a Auxilia-
ry presenta-
tion at the 
LIONS 
CLUB INTERNATIONAL in Palm Harbor. After 
considering jumping off the Skyway I thought 
better and presented her with flowers, jewelry 
and a luncheon. Suzy totally understood my di-
lemma however declined dinner at the presenta-
tion at IHOP SOOO we settled for lunch at Mick-
eyD's!!! 
 
LIONS CLUB INTERNATIONAL is an awesome 
organization with enormous charitable input in 
the community and world wide especially deal-
ing with medical eye research and supporting 
Lions Eye Banks that provides eye tissue for 
sight saving surgeries.  
 
Gordon Thomas, Flotilla 11-10 Auxiliarist and 
Lions member along with his lovely wife Nan-
cy,  invited us to their monthly meeting to ex-
plain the Auxiliary’s function and purpose.  
Walt Murray, Gordon and myself not only de-
scribed the Auxiliaries task we challenged them 
with becoming " SUDDENLY IN COMMAND " of 
the vessel they were a guest on when the Cap-
tain became incapacitated. We concluded the 
presentation with a video of an actual SAR 
( search and rescue) and a C-130 training mis-

sion. We were well received and the Lions en-
joyed our presentation, hand out pamphlets on 
Vessel Inspections, Public Education schedule 
and Florida Safe Boating guide.  
More of these presentations would be an asset 
to our mission, promoting safe boating.  


