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UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 

13th: Flotilla Meeting 

15th: Division Elections 

22nd: Division Picnic at 
Station Sand Key 

 

November: 

10th: Flotilla 11-10 
Elections 

 

December: 

2nd: Division Change 
of Watch 
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Inside this issue: 

Don Brackett Celebrates 64 Years as a U.S. Coast Guard   
Auxiliarist. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Born 9/14/1925, Don joined the Army at 17 after being refused by the Coast Guard Tempo-
rary Reserves (forerunner of the Auxiliary) because he was eligible for the draft. He became a 
T5 in charge of a school of Combat Engineer surveyors. Just shy of his 20th birthday, he ap-
plied to the Coast Guard Academy, and the Army promoted him to Temporary Second Lieu-
tenant just two days before the first atomic bomb was dropped on Japan. Shortly after, Don 
was released from active duty. With the war coming to an end, he and many others were no 
longer considered essential resources.  
 
Don reapplied to the Coast Guard Auxiliary but had to wait until 9/27/1947, as the returning  
Temporary Reservists were given priority. Don crewed on a CG 83486, an 83-foot Coast 
Guard vessel.  He was handling his Auxiliarist duties while also attending Civil Engineering 
school, completing a 5 year course in 3 years. In 1950 Don started his own Civil Engineering 
company and  became an Auxiliary District Staff officer. In the 1960s, Don held the offices 
of Flotilla Vice Commander, Flotilla Commander, Division 5 Communications Officer, and 
Division 5 Captain. In the late 1960s he was elected to the position of Rear Commodore for 
District 1 and was actively engaged in establishing radio watch stations and flotillas. In Octo-
ber 1969, Don was elected Vice Commodore but decided a month later to move to the fam-
ily’s summer home in Clearwater, where he joined Flotilla 11-1. He was called upon by the 
Coast Guard to take on the Air Observer Program in 1990, training both Auxiliarists and 
Coast Guard officers. He served as a flight crewmember for many missions and was even 
called upon to assist  the Coast Guard at the Clearwater Air Station during the 9-11 crisis. 
 
Flotilla 11-10 is proud and honored to claim this dedicated Auxiliarist as one of its own. 
 

SEMPER PARATUS, DON! 
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THOSE AMAZING MEN AND THEIR AMAZING C-130 FLYING MACHINES 
Rosemary Bloomfield 

 
Every time I see a C-130 overhead, or hear one roar over my office, I am filled with so much pride to be associated with 
these outstanding men and women. 

 
Those of you are coxswains and crew have had the exhilarating experience of 
seeing these big birds up close, sometimes really, really up close! Even so, 
you haven’t really experienced a C-130 until you’ve had the honor being al-
lowed on board for an “eye in the sky” view of a mission. 
 
At a recent Flotilla meeting Lt. Curtis Jones provided the Flotilla members 
with a pilot’s version of what how he executes a practice drop and how the 
team on the water should respond. Seeing a pattern on a blackboard is help-
ful, but seeing it from a C-130 is eye-opening, and arrangements have been 
made for interested Auxiliary members to have this experience. 
 

On 8/11/2011, Tom Loughlin, Larry O’Brien, and I were accorded the privilege of being allowed on a C-130 training 
flight. Our pilot was Lt. Jeff Bogdonavich, our co-pilot was Lt. Alex Moore, and Payload Master was AMT2 Kevin Fox. 
Jon Nicholls and John Tassinaro met us in the Flight Services office where Lt. Bogdonavich provided a pre-briefing and 
safety instructions. Zac Lessin from Flotilla 79 (Tampa) was also along to capture video for public relations purposes. 
 
We were quite lucky as the day prior had brought storms that cancelled the mission. This day was bright and sunny, with 
a promise of storms later in the day. 
 
Jon Nicholls, our guide for the day, escorted us to our C-130. Inside the plane, the heat was noticeable and would remain 
so until after take-off. Jon made sure we followed safety procedures and understood the activity and equipment around 
us. As hot as it was, the crew (and Jon!) were dressed in flight suits which looked as though they would be much warmer 
than our ODUs. Each crew member had on a set of communication headphones attached to approximately 30 feet of ca-
ble. Have you ever tried to walk around with 30 feet of garden hose through a maze of objects on your lawn . . . and not 
trip over the hose? These men are amazingly nimble as they navigate around packs, flares, and gawking Auxiliarists. 
 
Pre-flight completed, it was time for take-off. Mist began flowing via various ducts throughout the plane, cooling the 
temperature to a more comfortable level and giving the area a surreal and eerie appearance. No zombies here, though.  
The crew was up and moving as soon as conditions allowed, once again checking the packs to be dropped and validating 
each flare to be used. As we neared the search area the crew donned goggles and helmets, as well as safety straps an-
chored to hardware on the deck. 
 
As we proceeded over open water flying at an altitude of 500 feet, the rear hatch of the plane opened. What a glorious 
view with the sun shining down across the water!  However incredible the view, though, even more amazing was the 
sight of the crew members perched at the edge of the ramp. Yes, they were secured via the safety lines, but seeing them 
right at the edge while flying 500 feet above the water? It was probably a blessing that their mothers couldn’t see them at 
that moment. 
 
Up in the cockpit the pilots and other crew members were searching for  our target Auxiliary Vessel (Lou Davis of Tar-
pon Springs Flotilla 11-9, Coxswain). Observers do have the opportunity to climb (and I do mean climb) up into the 
cockpit . . . along with about 6 other people.  Unless you are actually in one of the pilot seats, seeing what they are seeing 
is a bit of a challenge but being in the cockpit was definitely worth the visit. The pilot controls not only the plane, but 
also the timing of flare, packs, and message drops. This is a skill based on experience and practice, but is still incredible 
to witness. 
 
 

Photo by Walter Murray 
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Whether observing from the cockpit or the rear of the plane, it was glaringly obvious just what a challenge it is to spot a 
vessel on the water. At 500 feet, the target vessel was just a microdot when first spotted.  Banners and ensigns are not even 
visible. And this was a beautiful, fairly calm morning! Imagine the challenge and staggering odds of spotting a crippled 
vessel in rough seas and conditions where visibility is reduced. 
 
Even at the altitude of 200 feet, the vessel below was just a miniature toy boat. The pilot was flying the preparatory pat-
tern, communicating with the loadmaster and crew when to deploy the flares  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                        
                                                                                                        
                                                                                                        and when to eject the pack to be retrieved by the waiting vessel. 
 
Finally, flying at 63 ft above the water and at an airspeed of 130 knots, the crew  made the message drop to the waiting 
vessel with surprising accuracy. 

 
Another round of drops, and then it was time to head back to the Air Station 
for some touch and go practice runs (landing and takeoff runs) before return-
ing to Flight Services. 
 
It is quite apparent that coordination and teamwork are required to success-
fully identify the correct vessel and to propel lifesaving equipment to those 
in need. In the end, this is really what it is all about . . . preparing for the in-
evitable call from a mariner in distress and being organized and equipped to 
save the lives of those involved. 

 
 
To see view the superb videos filmed and produced by Zac Lessin and his Flotilla 79 Circle of Six crew, click on the fol-
lowing links: 
 
We Are Guardians:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-Yib5-pohw&feature=related 
 
Coast Guard C-130 Drop Mission:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7gWw-7pmCk&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL 
 
USCG C-130 Drop Mission . . . Water and Air 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0soTji23hJQ&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL 
 
Bravo Zulu, Zac, for the outstanding videos! 
 
And Bravo Zulu to the Coast Guard flight crews and our Auxiliarists who live by: 
 

SEMPER PARATUS 

Photos by Zac Lessin 

Photo by Zac Lessin 
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MYSTERY AUXILIARIST 
Born in Rhode Island and transplanted to Dunedin, Florida at the tender age of 5, this city boy prefers the country life 
for the beauty and open areas, as well as the welcoming family atmosphere and immediate trust conveyed by country 
folks. He and his wife “ now live in a wooded area in Pasco County and it is so nice not to hear the truck horns and 
people screaming things but rather the sounds of God’s peaceful nature. And we have some really great neighbors 
even including the retired Navy guy right next door.” However, don’t conclude that love of the country life and boat-
ing also includes a love of camping. “Camping to me is a black and white TV at a Howard Johnsons” 
After graduating from Clearwater High School and The Citadel (Charleston, S.C.), he 
joined the U.S. Army “because I wanted to be where the action was.”  This Auxiliarist 
served in Field Artillery, 18 years on ac- tive duty and another 8 years in the Reserves, 
retiring as a Lt. Colonel. While on active duty, he served two tours in Viet Nam, 4 years 
in Germany, and 15 years based out of Oklahoma. He found Viet Nam to be the most 
memorable country because, “Despite it all, it is a very beautiful country with some 
really wonderful and resilient people.” 
 

 

His first car: A 1954 Ford Crestline Sunliner convertible   (Editor’s note: 
this car sells for about $20,000 today . . . don’t you wish you had kept it?) 
 

His first boat was an 18’ Bass Tracker, but he 
has since graduated to a “25’ Pro Line Walk—
the world famous, “(Name withheld by the editor to prevent giving away the Auxiliarist’s 
identification)”. A thing of beauty—a dream- come -true for any mariner. Faster than a 
stubby Sea Ray, sleeker than a mighty Boston Whaler and sturdier than a floundering 
Grady White. But you must realize that this is but my own humble and unbiased opinion.”  
His safe boating moment of truth came when his “single battery failed to start.” 
 

This very talented man finds humor in almost any situation, writes poetry and fiction, and 
crafts wooden toys for children. He and four others created the non-profit organization, The ToyMakers Inc., in 1999, 
and it has since grown to 46 members locally, 7 groups in Canada, and 148 groups in the United States. The men and 
women of the ToyMakers have made and donated approximately 240,000 wooden toys to sick, frightened and needy 
children throughout the Tampa Bay area as well as the Caribbean, Mexico, Haiti, Afghanistan, Iraq and orphanages in 
South America and Africa. 
 
Our Auxiliarist joined the US Coast Guard Auxiliary and Flotilla 11-10 in 2006 and has 
served as: 
• Flotilla 11-10’s Aids to Navigation Officer (FSO–AN)  in 2006 
• Division 11 Staff Officer Public Affairs (SO-PA) and District 7 West Assistant Dis-

trict Staff Officer Public Affairs (ADSO-PA)   2007-2008 
• District 7 District Staff Officer Public Affairs (DSO-PA) and Bureau Chief (BC) 

News Bureau, Atlantic East     2009 to present 
 
Who is this humorist and story-teller? Answer next time. 
 
New members: look for the office insignia  

 



United states Coast Guard Auxiliary  District 7, 
Flotilla 11-10 

Volume 3, Issue  4 

Page 5 

ANNUAL FOURTH OF JULY CEREMONY AT SKYCREST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Flotilla 11-10 once again provided the Color Guard for the annual Fourth of July program at Skycrest United 
Methodist Church,. This touching and inspiration program was led by the church’s Music Minister, our own 
Gary Gray. 
 
HONOR GUARD  
Flotilla 11-10 Honor Guard: Bob Holden, Tom Loughlin, Buddy Casale, Heidi Warner, commanded by Don 

Hoge.   
 
Coast Guard ensign carried by Jon Nicholls. Air Force ensign carried 
by Rosemary Bloomfield 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
THE REMEMBRANCE TABLE 
 
The center of the Remembrance Ceremony is a small table, 
set for one, representing frailty of one prisoner alone 
against his or her suppressors. It is covered with a white 
tablecloth, denoting the purity of his intentions in respond-
ing to his country's call. Each item on the table, as well as 
the table itself, has symbolic meaning. 
The soldier's sacrifice is symbolized by a single red rose in 
a vase signifying the blood he may have shed to ensure oth-
ers' freedom. A red ribbon tied around the vase signifies 
unyielding resolve to get an accounting of all those who 
have not returned. 
A candle signifies the desire to light the way home. Salt 
sprinkled on the plate represents the tears shed for the sol-
dier. A slice of lemon on a plate represents the bitterness of 
his/her fate. An inverted wine glass serves as a reminder 
that s/he cannot join loved ones in toasts. A single burning 
candle represents the light of hope and an illumination to 
guide the way home. 
 
                                                                                                                            Photo by Walter Murray 
 
 

Photos by Walter Murray 
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JULY BS&S CLASS 

Instructors Bob Holden, Buddy Casale, Elaine Clark, Max Garrison, Jim Ryder, and Henry Loscher assist participants in 
the August BS&S course. 

Photos by Rosemary Bloomfield 

Rob Raymer is compiling a mentor guide for new Flotilla members. Think back to when you first joined the Flotilla. What informa-
tion do you wish you had known at the time? What would have made your adjustment easier?   

NEW MEMBERS 

Flotilla Commander Max 
Garrison welcomes new 
members Brian Scansaroli 
(left and Bill McElligott 
(right) 
 
 

 

 



United states Coast Guard Auxiliary  District 7, 
Flotilla 11-10 

Volume 3, Issue  4 

Page 7 

HONOR ROLL 
 

  

 

Jon Nicholls:  Marine Safety Specialist Certification 
 

Brian Scansaroli:  Official USCG Auxiliary Membership Certificate 
 

Sustained Auxiliary Service Awards 
Marie Garrison (1) 
Henry Loscher (4) 

Bill Clark (5) 
Larry OBrien (7 & 8) 

Jim Ryder (10) 
Annual Service Performance Awards 

PE: Henry Loscher (2) 
VSC/RBSVP: Jon Nicholls (1); Buddy Casale (7) 

Operations 
Howard Lewis (1) 
Jon Nicholls (1) 
Guy Warner (1) 
Bill Clark (4) 

Larry OBrien (4) 
John Tassinaro (5) 
Max Garrison (5) 
Walter Murray (5) 
Tom Loughlin (6) 

Don Hoge (6) 
Buddy Casale 



 

Flotilla 11-10 Staff Officers 

Finance Elaine Clark 

Aids to Navigation John Tassinaro 

Communication Guy Warner 

Information Services Walter Murray 

Marine Safety Max Garrison 

Partner Visits Howard Lewis 

Human Resources Marie Garrison 

Operations Bill Clark 

Vessel Examinations Bob Holden 

Public Education Henry Loscher 

Communication Services Walter Murray 

Materials Rob Raymer 

Member Training Bill Clark 

Public Affairs Heidi Warner 

Publications Rosemary Bloomfield 

Secretary Elaine Clark 

Hospitality Marie Garrison 

Immediate Past Flotilla Commander Jim Ryder 

Dunedin Flotilla 11-10 is a uni-
formed unit of America's Volun-
teer Life Savers, the United 
States Coast Guard Auxiliary.  
The 50+ members of Flotilla 11-10 
augment the US Coast Guard 
(Sector St. Petersburg, Station 
Sand Key, Air Station Clearwater) 
and by providing assistance to 
boaters in distress along the gulf 
coast of Florida as well as vessel 
safety checks and boating 
courses to prepare fishermen 
and recreational boaters for safe 
and enjoyable times on the wa-
ter.   

 

F L O T I L L A  M E E T I N G S  A R E  E V E R Y  S E C O N D  T H U R S D A Y  E V E N I N G .  M E E T I N G S  S T A R T  A T  1 9 0 0  
H O U R S  ( 7 : 0 0  P M ) A N D  A R E  H E L D  A T  R E D  T A I L  L O U N G E  A T  T H E  C L E A R W A T E R  A I R  S T A T I O N ,  
U N L E S S  O T H E R W I S E  A N N O U N C E D .  C A L L  ( 7 2 7 )  7 3 6 - 1 1 9 1   

 
V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E  A T :   

W W W . D U N E D I N - C O A S T G U A R D A U X . C O M   

 
 

Articles, Photographs 
Rosemary Bloomfield, Heidi Warner, and Walter Murray welcome articles and photographs of 
Flotilla, Division, District, and Coast Guard activities for publication in the Wet Gazette, on the 
Flotilla website, and for use Public Affairs events.  


